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Ecological Restoration Projects in the Southern Appalachians Identified During 
the Workshop 

 
I. Allegheny Highland Fire Learning Network 

Restoration of Fire Adaptive Communities 

In Partnership with the George Washington, 

Jefferson and Monongahela National Forests, The Nature Conservancy, 

Virginia and West Virginia State Wildlife Agencies & Private Landowners 

Located on the George Washington National Forest 

II. The American Chestnut Restoration Program 

Out planting & Research to Develop Blight Resistance 

In Partnership with The American Chestnut Foundation, 

Chestnut Growers of America & the Southern Research Station 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

III. Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture 

Appalachian-wide focus on Bird Conservation and Priority Bird species, 

Especially the Remnant Spruce Fir Forest & Northern Hardwood Forest Remnants 

In Partnership with Multiple Federal, State & Non Government Organization Partners 

IV. Armuchee Ridge Restoration Program 

Forest & Pine Beetle Restoration 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, 

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Georgia Forest Watch & Quail Unlimited 

Located on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest 

V. Bankhead Restoration Program 

Upper Brush Stewardship Project 

Improvement of Wildlife Habitat & Restoration of 70,000 acres of 

Loblolly Pine plantations to Native Forest types 

In Partnership with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Alabama Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fish, Black Warrior Wildlife Management Area, 

The Nature Conservancy, Wild South, Bankhead Cultural and Historical Society, 

The Cherokee Tribe of North East Alabama, the Blue Clan Echota Cherokee of Alabama, 

Alabama Cooperative Extension Service, Lawrence and Winston County Commissions, 

Local Landowners, Recreationists and Hunters, Mark Kolinski & Bill Snoddy 

Located on the William B. Bankhead National Forest 

VI. Bog Restoration Species Viability Project 

A Series of Viability Projects for species including 

Swamp Pine, Pitcher Plants & Bog Turtles 

In Partnership with the Department of Natural Resources, the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Georgia Pest Control Association & Multiple Universities 

Located on the Nantahala National Forest 

VII. Brawley Mountain Restoration Project 

Restoration of Golden Wing Warbler Habitat 

In Partnership with the Department of Natural Resources, 

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Georgia Forest Watch, 
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Georgia Audubon Society & Benton MacKaye Trail Association 

Located on the Nantahala National Forest 

VIII. Brushy Mountain Project 

Creation of Early Successional Wildlife Habitat 

In Partnership with State Agencies, 

Environmental Non Government Organizations & the Timber Industry 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

IX. Central Escarpment Landscape Initiative 

Southern Blue Ridge Fire Learning Network 

Exchanging Knowledge about use of fire as a tool for ecological management, Sharing 

Resources to implement burns & adequately monitor results to practice adaptive 

management and overcome external obstacles in the use of fire 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, North Carolina Division of Forest 

Resources, The Nature Conservancy, WildLaw, Land Trust for the Little Tennessee 

& Multiple Universities and State Parks in North Carolina and elsewhere 

X. Chattooga Watershed Initiative 

Understanding & Managing for Multi-Use 

In Partnership with Trout Unlimited, other Hunting Groups & State and National Forests 

Located on the Sumter National Forest 

XI. Chesapeake Bay Restoration 

Restoration of the Chesapeake Bay, as initiated by Presidential Executive Order 

In Partnership with Multiple Federal, State & Community Agencies 

XII. Chilhowee Fire Research Project 

Maintenance of Shortleaf Pine within the Watershed Initiative 

In Partnership with Coweeta Long Term Ecological Research & the Ocoee Ranger District 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XIII. Cherokee National Forest Landscape Restoration 

Restoration of Oak and Chestnut 

& the Creation of Early Successional Habitat and Rare Communities 

In Partnership with the Tennessee Division of Forestry, Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, 

The Nature Conservancy, National Wild Turkey Foundation, Ruffed Grouse Society, WildLaw, 

Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition, Cherokee Forest Voices, 

Southern Multiple-Use Council, the United States Forest Service, 

Teach for America & Sullivan County Community – Volunteer Logging 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XIV. Cold Hill Project 

Restoration of Oak Woodlands & Chestnut 

In Partnership with State & Local Agencies 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XV. Cold Mountain Restoration Project 

Restoration of Cold Mountain  

In Partnership with North Carolina Division of Wildlife & Western Carolina University 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 
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XVI. Cromer Ridge Watershed Restoration 

Restoration of the Cromer Ridge Watershed from Illegal Use of All Terrain Vehicles 

In Partnership with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, The Nature Conservancy, 

Laurel County Kentucky & Multiple Kentucky State Agencies 

Located on the Daniel Boone National Forest 

XVII. Cross Boundary Burning Program 

Cross Boundary Burning Program across 12,000 Acres 

In Partnership with Molpus Timberland Investment 

Located on the Daniel Boone National Forest 

XVIII. Daniel Boone National Forest 

Fire Learning Network 

Restoration of Ecologically Appropriate Fire Regimes 

In Partnership with Cumberland Plateau Federal Land Management 

Located on the Daniel Boone National Forest 

XIX. DuPont North Carolina State Forest 

Restoration Project 

Restoration of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid & Blight Resistance Chestnut 

In Partnership with the Department of Natural Resources, 

North Carolina Division of Corrections & the Southern Research Station 

Located on the Pisgah National Forest 

XX. Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture 

Restoration of Brook Trout and the Watersheds upon which they depend 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service, United States National Park Service, 

The Nature Conservancy, Trout Unlimited, James Madison University, 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University & Multiple State Agencies 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XXI. Eco-Restoration Steering Committee 

Treatment of Non-Native Invasive Species, 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Conservation & Early Successional Habitat 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Natural Resources, Southern Research Station, North Carolina State Forestry, 

Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition, Southern Multiple-Use Council & WildLaw 

XXII. Facilitative Ecological Restoration Project 

Ecological Restoration 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, Southern Appalachian Forestry Coalition, 

National Wild Turkey Federation, WildLaw, Tennessee Forestry Association, 

Ruffed Grouse Society & the Multiple-Use Council 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XXIII. Fire Project 

Fire Restoration 

In Partnership with The Nature Conservancy 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 
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XXIV. Fire’s Creek Stewardship Project 

Creation of Turkey Habitat 

In Partnership with Multiple State Agencies & Sportsmen Groups 

Located on the Nantahala National Forest 

XXV. Green River Conservation Project 

Preservation & Enhancement of Central Kentucky 

In Partnership with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service & The Nature Conservancy 

Located on the Pisgah National Forest 

XXVI. Hardwood Restoration Project 

Restoration of Shortleaf, Longleaf & Bluestem 

In Partnership with the Bankhead Liaison Panel, including WildLaw, Wild South, 

The Nature Conservancy, the Southern Research Station and DLA A&M 

XXVII. Hemlock Conservation Collaborative 

Controlling the spread while maintaining the component of the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid in 

forest ecosystems 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Natural Resources, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Wild South, 

Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition, Georgia Forest Watch, Save Our Hemlocks, Young 

Harris College, Northern Georgia College, University of Georgia & Clemson University 

XXVIII. Hiwassee Riparian Restoration Project 

Restoration of Landscape None-Native Extraction over 45 acres 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, 

WildLaw, Wild South & Southern Appalachian Forestry Coalition 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XXIX. Hogback Restoration Project 

Wildlife Habitat & Pine Oak Woodlands Improvement 

In Partnership with the Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency, 

National Wild Turkey Federation & the Ocoee Ranger District 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XXX. Kentucky Fire Learning Network 

Reestablishment of Fire on Landscape 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, 

Alabama Wildlife Federation, Kentucky Heartwood 

& Multiple Universities and State Wildlife and Forestry Agencies 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

XXXI. Nantahala Pisgah Hemlock Work Group 

Restoration of the Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests 

& Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Environment Assessment 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, Appalachian Staple Foods Collaborative, 

WildLaw, Western North Carolina Alliance, North Carolina State Parks 

& Multiple State Agencies and Non Profit Organizations 

Located on the Nantahala & Pisgah National Forests 
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XXXII. Non-Native Invasive Species Environment Assessment 

Non-Native Invasive Species Control 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Southern Appalachian Forestry Coalition, WildLaw 

& Multiple Non Government Organizations 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XXXIII. North Carolina Restoration Initiative 

Restoration of Early Successional Habitat, to ensure that the 

Cherokee Landscape Restoration Initiative remains focused on the long-term science-based 

ecological restoration and management of the native vegetation, 

Rare communities, watersheds and aquatic systems, 

& to maintain and improve the overall health of the Cherokee National Forest 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition, 

Ruffed Grouse Society, North Carolina Wildlife Resources Council 

& Multiple Non Profit Organizations partners 

Located on the Cherokee & Pisgah National Forests 

XXXIV. Oconee Large Scale Assessment 

Development of an Ecological Classification System for Forest Restoration 

& Red-Cockaded Woodpecker Management 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Natural Resources, Georgia Forest Watch & Local Citizens 

Located on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest 

XXXV. Pandapas Pond Butterfly Habitat 

Public Demonstration of Instructions on Bringing Native to Property 

In Partnership with the Native Plant Society 

& Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

XXXVI. Partnership for the Blue Ridge 

Preservation of Northwest South Carolina 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, Department of Natural Resources, 

South Carolina Parks and Recreation and Tourism, South Carolina Forestry Commission, 

The Nature Conservancy & Private Land Owners 

XXXVII. Peters Mountain Native Plant Restoration 

Restoration of Native Plants 

In Partnership with The Nature Conservancy 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

XXXVIII. Pickett State Forest Project 

Tennessee-Kentucky line (Jamestown, Tennessee), 

Northern Cumberland Habitat Conservation Plan 

In Partnership with the Nature Conservancy & Cumberland Alliance 

XXXIX. Pine Table Mountain Smooth Coneflower 

Restoration of the Sumter National Forest 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

The Nature Conservancy, Fire Learning Network & the Southern Research Station 
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Located on the Sumter National Forest 

XL. Potts Mountain Project 

Woodland Savannah Developments 

& Public Demonstration of Instructions on Bringing Native to Property 

In Partnership with the Department of Natural Resources & National Wild Turkey Federation 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

XLI. Restoration of Green River 

Restoring Green River, North Carolina to Open Woodland Condition 

In Partnership with the Fire Learning Network, The Nature Conservancy, 

North Carolina Division of Wildlife & the Southern Research Station 

Located on the Pisgah National Forest 

XLII. Roan Mountain Stewardship Committee 

Collaboratively directing, implementing and monitoring restoration 

And other management of grassy balds, 

High elevation rocky summits, spruce fir forests & rare species 

In Partnership with Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, 

United States Fish & Wildlife Service, North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, Natural 

Heritage Programs for North Carolina & Tennessee and Multiple Independent Scientists 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XLIII. Rock Creek Watershed Restoration 

Restoration of Rock Creek Watershed from Acid Mine Drainage 

In Partnership with United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Tennessee Valley Authority & the Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources 

Located on the Daniel Boone National Forest 

XLIV. Rose Creek Restoration Project 

Restoration of Rose Creek 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, 

Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition, WildLaw & Wild South 

Located on the Pisgah National Forest 

XLV. Sheltowee Trace Program 

Trail Maintenance & Management 

In Partnership with Sheltowee Trace Association 

Located on the Daniel Boone National Forest 

XLVI. Shenandoah Mountain Proposal 

Roadless Areas and Conservation Easements & Resolving conflict 

Between the Mountain Biking Community and Roadless Designation 

In Partnership with Local Governments, Hunter Communities & Collaboration outside Forest 

Service Ownership: Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Inter Mountain Biking Association, 

Virginia Wilderness Committee, Back Country Horsemen of Virginia, 

Virginia Ornithological Society & local bike shops and garden clubs 

Located on the George Washington National Forest 

XLVII. South Mouse Creek Initiative 

Restoration Monitoring, Raising Awareness 

& Providing Research Opportunities for High School Students 
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In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, Tennessee Valley Authority, 

Tennessee River Rescue, Tennessee Aquarium, Toshiba America Foundation, 

Keep America Beautiful, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, 

Bradley County Tennessee, City of Cleveland & Cleveland High School 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

XLVIII. Southern Appalachian Fire Learning Network 

Restoration of Ecologically Appropriate Fire Regimes 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

the Southern Research Station & Multiple Non Government Agencies 

And National Forests in North Carolina and other states 

XLIX. Southern Blue Ridge Fire Learning Network 

Restoration of Fire Associate Communities Landscape 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, Department of Natural Resources, 

United States National Park Service, The Nature Conservancy, WildLaw, 

The University of Tennessee & Texas A&M, Clemson and Western Carolina Universities 

L. Southern Cherokee Restoration 

Landscape Restoration Initiative in the Ecological Restoration 

Of United States Forest Service Lands 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, 

Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition, WildLaw & Wild South 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

LI. Southern Cumberland & Tennessee Acquisition 

Southern Cumberland Conservancy & Tennessee Acquisition Trust 

In Partnership with the Tennessee Division of Forestry & The Nature Conservancy 

LII. Stoney Creek Restoration Project 

Restoration of Stoney Creek 

In Partnership with Trout Unlimited, Virginia Game Inland and Fish & local School Groups 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

LIII. Sugar Run Project 

Improvement of Wildlife Habitat 

In Partnership with the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources 

LIV. Sumter – Station Cove Wildflower Area 

Relocation of Trail, Information Kiosk & Visual Barriers 

In Partnership with South Carolina Native Plant Society & the South Carolina Department of 

Parks Recreation and Tourism 

Located on the Sumter National Forest 

LV. Table Mountain Restoration Project 

Restoration of Table Mountain Pine 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, Southern 

Research Station & North Carolina and South Carolina Fire Learning Networks 

Located on the Sumter National Forest 

LVI. Talladega – Oakmulgee Restoration Project 

Increased Industry & Biomass Company Participation in Longleaf Restoration 
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In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Alabama Power Company, Birmingham Southern University, 

University of Alabama & local Non Government Organizations 

Located on the Talladega National Forest 

LVII. Tennessee Restoration Initiative 

Ensuring the Cherokee Landscape Restoration Initiative remains focused on the long-term 

science-based ecological restoration and management of the native vegetation, rare 

communities, watersheds and aquatic systems 

& to maintain and improve the overall health of the Cherokee National Forest 

In Partnership with the National Wild Turkey Federation, 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, Southern Appalachian Multiple-Use Council, 

Cherokee National Forest, WildLaw, Tennessee Department of Agriculture, 

Division of Forestry, Tennessee Forestry Association, Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition, 

Ruffed Grouse Society, The Nature Conservancy, Cherokee Forest Voices & Volunteer Logging 

Located on the Cherokee National Forest 

LVIII. Trails to Every Classroom 

Restoration of Trails 

In Partnership with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy & four County School Systems 

Located on the George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 

LIX. UT Tree Improvement Program 

Completion of GIS based Predictive Habitat Modeling, the Butternut Survey, Butternut Field 

Test and the Northern Red Oak Program Test & Implementation 

Of the Seed Orchard Management and American Chestnut Restoration Plans 

In Partnership with all Southern Appalachian Forests and their partners 

Located on the Jefferson National Forest 

LX. Wallace Marshall Project 

Improvement of Wildlife Habitat 

In Partnership with the Virginia Department of Game and Fisheries, 

Woodcock Initiative & the Wild Turkey Federation 

LXI. Warm Springs Mountain Project 

Restoration of the Monongahela and Oak Forests, 

Fire Reintroduction & Vegetation and Bird Monitoring 

In Partnership with the United States Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, 

Virginia Division of Game and Inland Fisheries & Appalachian Mountain Joint Venture 

Located on the George Washington National Forest 

LXII. Watergauge Woodland Program 

Restoration of the Cone Flower 

In Partnership with the Department of Natural Resources, The Nature Conservancy, 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service & Multiple Botanical Societies 

LXIII. Wine Spring Ecosystem Management Project 

Prescribed-Burn and Cutting for Restoration of Red Oak & Riparian 

In Partnership with the Ruffed Grouse Society, 
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North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, Coweeta Long Term Ecological Research 

& Multiple University partners throughout Georgia and South Carolina  

Located on the Nantahala National Forest 

 

 


